THE  SUN  AND  THE  SERPENT

father Suddhodana, and his son Kahula, are said
in the Puranas to be of the race of Ikshvaku.1

According to Buddhist records, one of the kings
of Patala, of this race, having promised the suc-
cession to the throne to a younger son, by a
favourite wife, sent away his elder sons to provide
for themselves. These, in the course of their
travels, came to Kapilavastu,3 Here was the
tirtha or shrine of the great ascetic Kapila Muni;
who had been, as we have already seen, king of
the Nfigas of Putala,3 and was doubtless an
ancestral deity. The sons of the King of Patala
settled at Kapilavastu, and their descendants
remained in possession until the time of Buddha,
The city was then destroyed by Virudhaka raja;
and, with the exception of Buddha and four others,
all the Sakyas were destroyed. One of those
who escaped became raja of Uclyana, and married
a Naga princess, over whose head appeared the
nine hoods of a serpent.4 This Sakya chief of
Udyana, Uttara Sena, who has already been re-
ferred to, received a share of the relics of Buddha^
over which he built a stupa."

1 Vishnu Pur ana, IV. xxii. 463.

a Mahawanso, Turnout, Int. xxxv., Rockliill, 12, Lai, Vist.
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* Hiouen Tsiang, Real, i. 132, ii, 20.
6 Ib, i, 132.
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